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News & Perspectives L ocated near the center of the water hemisphere-that's the hemisphere of the earth with the smallest amount of land-New Zealand is mainly comprised of two main land masses-the North Island or Te Ika-a-Maui and the South Island or Te Waipounamu-and numerous smaller islands. Emerging about 23 million years ago from the largely submerged continent of Zealandia-also known as Tasmantis or the New Zealand continent-New Zealand is roughly 900 miles east of Australia and 600 miles south of the Pacific Island areas of New Caledonia, Fiji, and Tonga. Because of its remote location, New Zealand has developed a unique biodiversity of animal, fungal, and plant life. One of the last and smallest land masses to be settled, no human being had yet set foot in New Zealand when the Great Pyramid of Giza in Egypt was completed in 2750 BC. New Zealand was still unknown in 1066 when the Normans conquered Britain. And most experts believe that it wasn't until about 1250 or 1300 that Māori people would voyage thousands of miles across the vast unknown Pacific Ocean in small canoes to become the first humans to set foot in New Zealand.
So what does New Zealand have to do with the Agronomic Science Foundation (ASF)? Among the many funds administered by ASF is the America-New Zealand Soil Science Professional Exchange Fund, which fosters enhanced cooperative soil science research by soil scientists from North America and New Zealand. The fund is administered by SSSA and the New Zealand Soil Science Society. This year's recipient of the fund is Dr. Mark Tomer, a research soil scientist/hydrologist for the National Laboratory for Agriculture and the Environment, USDA-ARS, in Ames, IA. He will travel to New Zealand in September to conduct research on soil quality trends and the implications for nutrient management, with the specific intent to examine the impact of organic matter decline on nitrogen retention in soil. Dr. Tomer will pursue this research with New Zealand scientists who have made substantial contributions to soil quality research. Offering the possibility of ongoing research collaboration between the participating institutions, the project has significant potential for joint learning and could help bring soil quality into sharper focus with potential for solving larger-scale environmental issues, according to Dr. Tomer.
The America-New Zealand Soil Science Professional Exchange Fund is not the first time significant exchanges have occurred between New Zealand and the rest of the world. For example, kiwifruit came to New Zealand when Isabel Fraser took seeds home with her from China around the turn of the 20th century. After giving them to Alexander Allison, he began to successfully grow kiwis by 1910. It is believed that all New Zealand kiwifruit varieties are descended from those first vines. Popular with American servicemen in New Zealand during World War II, the first kiwis were successfully exported to the United States in 1952 thanks to groundbreaking research into how to transport them by John Pilkington and others at the agriculture department in Wellington, New Zealand.
Won't you consider supporting the America-New Zealand Soil Science Professional Exchange Fund or one of the other giving opportunities offered by the ASF? To find out more about options that might interest you, call me at 608-273-8095 or email me at abarton@sciencesocieties.org. To make a monetary donation online, visit www.a-s-f.org. 
